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jfe'd like to call your attention to an 
article and photographs on the Kentucky mine 
explosion which were sent to us by the 'Moun- 
tain Eagle 3 a weekly newspaper in Whitesburg, 
Kentucky „ ^ Due to a combination of weak 
governmental standards on mine health and safe- 
ty, and a company-controlled union which has 
given the workers little protection, 26 people 
were killed in two explosions on March 9 and 11 
at the Scotia Coal Company mine near Overton, 
Kentucky „ 

The Mountain Eagle is a progressive 
independent newspaper which has served Letcher 
County, Kentucky for nearly 69 years. It has 
long been supportive of miners 1 struggles. For 
information about subscribing, write to them 
at Tunnel Hill, Whitesburg, Letcher County, 
Kentucky 41858. 

In addition to the photographs from 
Kentucky, we have included in our graphics 
section a page of original photographs of 
poor squatters in South Africa, which can be 
used with the story on page 5. 

LNS 


CORRECTIONS for the last packet, #773, March 17, 1976: 

FIRE BREAKS OUT IN OREGON POWER PLANT story 
on page 7 — in the seventh paragraph, the second 
sentence should read: "In the wake of the fire, 

however, the state’s Energy Facility Siting Coun- 
cil. , 

Likewise, in the same story, column two, the 
first full paragraph, line 8 should read: 

"o - , Siting Council unanimously voted, . e " 

GAMMA RAYS TO REPLACE LETTUCE PICKERS story 
on page 8 — in the second column, the first 
two paragraphs should be omitted as they are 
repeats . 


IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE’LL SEND YOU ANOTHER ONE SOON 
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Another miner who has worked six years .* c 
Scotia mine said that there has always been poor 
vent ix at ion in the mine ,! Ihere r s not eaou gr air 
there,” he said ’’There has never been enough air 
the. e ” 
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Twu yeatc agw- miners in nearby Ha. a' - K r. r * 
t u . k y w age d a ^ s 1 1 y and » c t 1 me s b ic c d > o at . 
struggle lu gain UMW represent a: l on 

Alter the Swtia expicsun UMW eg I 

Pysexi r e a l 1 1 r aTic d the union's p-ii.y l : 5 o 
e v c i v ma j ji m . n s in Kentucky- He ad d c cl M' a ' 
dvu't Want anyone thinking that we are m 3 . \ g • 

«. ap i tail ce :n the deaths sOi the 26 miners b ',. 

and I w^n’c Say this . a n ' i happen in a UMW mm -, 
because it .^uid But i do Say we .uid pr - c 

the S.otia miners with better safety pi . t* m 
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He mn.xuded by say mg that the UMW ? ~ w ; . 
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ab out pi ote l ticn 

Ihe current -ontraoi between the S ■ ( a m« 

y 4 ) Mar :h 17, i 9 7 6 



and its Employees Association ends July 14 of 
this year. Under federal law, miners can be- 
gin petitioning for different union represen- 
tation 60 days before the contract expires, 

"Scotia and its parent 0 £>r po r ation , Blue 
Diamond Coal, have been fighting the UMW tor 15 
years," said Bill Bishop, a reporter icr the 
Whitesburg, Kentucky Mountain Eagle "We r il 
just have to see it this disaster creates the mo- 
mentum tor a stronger union and stronger tederai 
mine safety laws" 

(Thanks to Helen Winternitz, Bill Bishop and 
other members of the Mountain Eagle start for 
their work on this article) 

-30- 


rapidiy, and European mines do not permit the use 
of the continuous miner, because its constant sparks 
can easily ignite a methane explosion, European 
mines, unlike American mines, also employ an "ex- 
plosion barrier" to close off tunnels and prevent 
fires —a particularly dangerous occurance — from 
spreading to the whole mine - 

Black lung disease, which affects virtually 
every veteran U,S, underground coal miner, is re- 
ported to be largely wiped out in Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union and China, This is done by regu- 
larly hosing down the walls and pumping large amounts 
of fresh a ir into the mines. Even if the American 
mines used this technique, however, the main prob- 
lem lies with the continuous coal mining machine, 
which produces swirls of fine coal dust so thick that 
it is difficult for miners to even see. 
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MINE SAFETY IN OTHER COUNTRIES; 

ACCIDENTS CAN BE PREVENTED 

NEW YORK ( LN S ) — U-S. coal operators orten 
boast that American coal mines produce live to ten 
times the amount of coal per miner than do mines 
in Europe and the Soviet Union The prue oi this 
productivity, nowever, has been 100,000 deaths due 
to mine disasters m the U.S. since 1900 -- an ac- 
cident ''ate among U-S miners three times 

that of most European countries 

Ironically , in geological terms, US coal 
mines are much safer than those in Europe Most 
Appalachian ^oai seams lie. only a few hundred teet 
below the surface compared to European seams which 
average 2000 to 4000 feet underground, leaving 
European mines more susceptible to cave- me- Ap- 
palachian coal seams are usually fi.e to six teet 
thick compared to European se a ms usually only three 
feet, with constant dips making maneuverability 
and roofing much more difficult m Europe. 

For years, most European mine^ have used the 
"long-wall" method of mining, in whi M there is 
always a thick steel roci supported by hydidUiic 
jacks over the work area. Only three percent ' or 
II. S- mines use this expensive method-- .to.- 1 ; _ i them 
simply shore the tunnels with wooden roofing ana 
leave the area which is being mined, totaixy with- 
out roof supports, 

U.S. miners have picked up a kna.k ci listen- 
ing for crack's m the wooden rooting, hoping lor 
a few precious seconds to make a getaway However 
with the use ot a machine Called the "continuous 
miner," it is impossible to detect the Lelltaxe 
rumblings, and much of the struggle of union miners 
concerns the right to turn erf the machine at tegu- 
lar intervals to listen K, r the rumblings 

European mines also have a much higher _ or. tent 
explosive methane and poisonous carbon monoxide 
gases than do American mines- Unlike American mines 
European mines are evacuated whenever the methane 
content reaches 1 percent- The miners are given 
pay, but do not return until the methane is pumped 
out. (It is stored for heating the homes if the 
mining community or to provide power to the mine ; 


According to one recent U.S, visitor to China 
who toured a coal mine there, the air in the coal 
mine was cleaner than above ground because so much 
filtered air was pumped in In Kentucky, however, 
according to Robert K. Jones of the state's depart- 
ment of health, some miners in the state were breath- 
ing 76 times the amount of coal dust that could 
maximally be considered sale, 

-30- 

fMost oi this information came from "The Last Play," 
a useful bock on che energy industry written by James 
Ridgeway m i9 73 - ) 
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TAIWAN MILITARY CONTRACT AT MIT 

NEW YORK CLNS) — The Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology OMIT) is currently training missle guid- 
ance experts for the government of Taiwan, the MIT 
student newsletter reports. Last spring it was dis- 
closed that MIT had entered into a secret agreement 
to train nuclear engineers for the Shah of Iran. 

Opposition to the projects by MIT students 
focuses on the repressive nature of the two govern- 
ments, both strong allies cf the U.S, They point 
in particular to the thousands of political prisoners 
in each country, the use of torture and military 
suppression of resistance to the regimes. 

The 15 Taiwanese students enrolled in MIT's 
program in the Center for Advanced Engineering 
Studies are trained to engineer and manufacture the 
devices that keep a ballistic missile on course. 

These guidance systems are sophisticated enough 
to make an ICBM accurate to within one third of a 
mile of its target alter being launched from up to 
1500 miles away. 

A Feb wd c y „ To" urn on the Taiwan contract for) 

MIT students was attended by a man who took pictures 
of che Taiwanese students present, allegedly for his 
own "memories." He later admitted that he was an 
officer in the Taiwan Navy and was accompanied by a 
member ci che Taiwan Nationalist Assembly, 

-30- 

(Thantcs to the Boston Real Paper for this information.) 
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For years it has been known that nearxy ail KNOW OF CAMPUS OK 01IILR PROTESTS IN YOUR AREA, 

methane explosions take place when the ait pressure WRITE IT UP, SEND PHOTOGRAPHS, LET US KNOW, HERE AT 
drops drastically. European c:ai mines are auto- 160 Claremont Avenue, New York, NY, 10027 or (212) 
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? ^ y ' ? ng more ■" f t-h^m s i l ve ned to sell to 
r r : nwy far zhe organ-- zc : : ~>n . ) 

we ha-e almost 6,000 s-gna Lures on a petition 
ic a mo 'a to; urn on nuclear pewev i n the state. 
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3 gnatues ^n C 1 a ■ emore - We have about 3000 from 
T ^ > a \ a bou t 23 m . ies a wa yj and the rest f r om all 
cc ne ' - c f T he stare, 

A : - v peoo e e ; *we , ‘ ‘ J h e pe you freeze 
n the da >< " A t > g - at'- 1 'cm eastern Oklahoma 
ca^ed me a l org- ha = red , wi id-eyed envi ronmenta 1 i : 

A number ct people : n * no ; a are concerned, 
bu T a-e at ad ot th € neighbor s' attitude. They 
do r want rc be T nought c*t as different. The 


Ke r f - M : G 
Page A 



iaie, O'ga'" 2 ^ g 


^e ' v * ce 


OTfnT 


[C0N T NUED ON PAGE 8] 


Ma -ch i 7 , * 976 


more < 


(See photos of the South African squatter 'amps in 
the graphics section of this packet t : go with the 
f o flowing story.) 
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Things are going well in the Republic/ of South Afric 
in respect of the Bantu in our white areas. But 
at the same time we say that those Bantu in our 
white areas who are not economically active and 
art not engaged in the performance of normal or 
good work, should be channeled back to their own 
homelands 

Harassment of the squatters is constant. In 
Vvy ground near Cape Town, for instance, an estimate 
500 families are consistently threatened that if 
they do not break down their shanties and move 
further into the bush, bull-dozers will be sent to 
do the- job for them. 

Reports of resistance are hard to come by as 
•: is not the sort of news 'the South African gov- 
ernment wants to make public, but Vry ground resi- 
r.vnts, many of whom have been forced to move as 
much as three and four times in one year, banded 
cogviker into a "We Will Not Move Again" campaign 
in the summer of 1975. 

A spokesperson for the City Engineers Depart- 
ment , which is ostensibly responsible for the 
squatter camp, said that the people could not be 
‘ T Tied :c move further into the bush, but "that 
v;c would like them to." Nevertheless, other methods 
of displacement are used, like cutting the water 
sipply to a particular area or removing the toilets 
trill the people refuse to move. 

At Lourdes Farm, a squatter who had moved 
there was told to remove his shack after one week 
Is anvil er part of the Farfri. "We're not going to 
t.ox/-?," he said angrily. "We'll fight the inspectors 
Lc they come to pull down my house." 

but it is difficult to organize resistance. 
Explained Pang, who has lived at Lotus Farm for 
tvr years: 

"jou can't go to the council (the puppet gov- 
or rm -nt set up by white South Africans to control 
rhe ♦ amps ) and say you come from Lotus Farm and 
v-' people there want this or that. The council 
Knows what the people want. If you go there they'll 
s "7 you're a rebel and you cause trouble — then 
•/vvj'1.1 never get a council house." 

— 30— 

(You can subscribe’ to Southern Africa maga- 
/Yn- by writing to them at 244 W. 2 7th St., Fifth 
'.c r 5 New York, N.Y. 10001. A year's subscription 
is $6 for individuals and $18 for institutions. 
Bookstores can order in bulk at 607. plus postage. 

A single issue costs 75q.) 

"A TREMENDOUS ACHIEVEMENT..." 

"Approximately 900,000 Bantu have been settled 
u : . 5 -where under the National Party regime over the 
past few years, since 19*59. Surely this is no mean 
arv ievevaent ; on the contrary, it is a tremendous 
•' ’•vehement. Over the same period at least 216,000 

baen resettled under the National Party 
t c g vno in terms of the Group Areas Act m Johannes — 
onrg alone.. Approximately 75,000 have been removed 
from the so-called black spots..." 

--South African Deputy Minister of Bantu Ad- 
ministration & Education Dr. P.G. J. Koornhof, 
speaking in the House of Assembly Debates m 
bsbr uary f 1969. 
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30 ^ of LPN'S ana se - ce wo^ke^s a^e biack 0 
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Th.e h*e v a v hy a so r*^st ates workers’ efforts 
to rip. o;e cond t ons and patient ca r e n June, 
f 97A ; for ns tance, A.A00 RN ! s represented by the 
state N c • s : n g Assoc 'ot on st uck Ai California 
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health facilities. In addition, 200,000 health work- 
ers a--e members of the Service Employees’ Internation- 
al Union (SEiU), and another 200,000 belong to the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) . RN 1 s , who are rarely in any of 
these unions, increasingly bargain through state 
nursing associations, whose militance vary great- 
ly from state to state, 

- — — — — — — • 

CURRENT RATE OF HOSPITAL ORGANIZING 

From the passage of the federal .law nrotect- 
i nq hosp i ta I wo r ke r s « n Aug us t , 1974 until Ap i « 1 , 

1975, ',386 union elections in health facilities 

were scheduled, but only 423 were held. 

Of the 200 of these that were held in hospitals, 
unions won 1 2 5 , or 62.5% as compared to an average 
un 1 on v'ctory -ate of 50% for all industries. 

However, in those cases where hospitals hired 
professional anti-un; on con s u 1 cants to direct t he i r 
cam|. a unions won only 33%, according to Ameri- 

can Hospital Association reports. 

From December, 1973 to December, 1975, the 
National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees 
(Local 1 1 99) won 1 82 elections covering 15,000 health 
workers and lest 91 elections covering 16,000. In 
1974 and i 9 7 5 the Service Employees International 
Union won 366 elections covering 3 1 5 000 health 
workers and lost 262 covering 29,500 workers. 


•n sixteen years in New York City, Local 1199 
has •' a s e d the minimum weekly salary for any 
worker 1 n an I 1 99 unionized hospital from $38 to 
$ 1 7 1 with fully paid health and dental insurance. 

And the large number of black and Third World men 
and women m 1199 have given that union a relatively 
good reputation fo” fighting race and sex d'scnmi- 
nat ion 

Union Limitations 

Despite these successes, the hospital unions 
have stopped short of challenging the pattern of 
hierarchical organization itself. Some New York 
muni coal hospitals, for example, have separate 
contracts by job category, with thirty to forty 
locals. 

A recent, "succes s f u 1 1 ' SEIU drive in Kansas 
City General Hospital covered only 200 out of the 
1000 workers Local 1199 uses three different sets 
of contracts -- one for service and maintenance 
workers, one tor lPN ' s and technicians, and one for 
pharmaceutical workers. 

Likewise, the national unions have not taken 
on issues of staffing and patient care. This leaves 
them in a poor position to protect members' working 
conditions or to counter management claims that wage 
gains must be passed on in the form of higher 
costs or reduced services for patients. 

Loca i I n i 1 1 at ; ves 

There are, however, some local initiatives in 
a different direction. 

SEiU Local 715 »n San Jose, California, is an 
independent local affiliated with the SEiU. it was 
formed when its members ousted the old leadership 
of what had been a conservative county employees' 


association . 

All county hospital workers, from janitors 
to RN's are members of local 715. It has a standing 
committee of stewards which represents all cate- 
gories of workers and which makes recommendations 
about patient care. The committee's newsletter has 
earned a reputation for telling more about what 
goes on in the hospital than the administrators 
know . 

In other cities as well, rank and file health 
workers in individual hospitals have formed organ- 
izing committees within their unions. These groups 
attempt to work across 1 job title boundaries to 
deal with such issues as training opportunities, 
staffing, status of non-professional workers, and 
the forming of community alliances. 

—30 — 
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TAKE IT TO THE BOSS IN PRAYER 

NEW YORK (LNS) —Workers at an Erie, Pennsylvan 
hospital construction site successfully protested 
unsafe working conditions with 15 minute "prayer 
breaks" every hour. The ironworkers' local adopted 
this strategy, according to the Wall Street Journal 
to circumvent laws that limit hospital site 
picketing and ban individual construction unions 
from striking to close down an entire building 
site. 

A number of serious injuries had occurred on 
the job, so workers stopped work for 15 minutes 

every hour and prayed "to thank the good Lord 
that they had got through the hour without a 
serious accident" and to ask that the next hour 
be safe. 


The contractors agreed to a settlement the 
next day. 


-30- 
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THE AD INDUSTRY'S GOT A GREAT IDEA. . . 

NEW YORK (LNS)--The advertising industry has 
discovered "wasted space" on the backs of single- 
serving packets of sugar, and a company has arrang- 
ed to sell ads on them. According to Advertising 
Age, the company believes the ads will be especi- 
ally effective because "they reach people between 
the hours of nine and five when they have little 
contact with competing media." 

"-30- 


PROFITS IN NEW JERSEY 

"Profit from the highest worker productivity 
rate in any i ndust r i al i zed state in Americal 
Value added per dollar of wages is a hefty $3*76 
vs. the national average of $3*36. That’s the only 
measure of labor costs that matters." 


-advertisement placed by the State of New 
Jersey in the New York Times, January 4, 
1976. 


J. j. J. a J. j- J. a J. j. A A a J- J. A a Jj a J. j. A A A A A J. JL J. j- J. -L A J. AA J- J. 
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GROUPS DEMAND REOPENING OF 1973 
CALIFORNIA POLICE SHOOTING CASE 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Amid new reports of misconduct 
in the Emeryville, California police department, 

Bay Area community organizations are again demanding 
the investigation into the 1973 fatal police shoot- 
ing of Tyrone Guyton, a black youth be reopened. 

An early March demonstration at the Alameda 
County Courthouse protested police repression in 
the black community and the District Attorney's 
failure to take any action against the police 
officers implicated in these incidents. 

In November, 1973, fourteen year old Tyrone 
Guyton was shot to death by three undercover police 
officers from the Narcotics Squad of the Emeryville 
Police Department. The officers claimed that Guyton 
was involved in a high speed chase in a stolen car 
and that when they challenged him, he produced a 
gun and fired at them. 

Eyewitnesses dispute these accounts and post- 
mortem and ballistics tests show that Guyton did 
not fire a weapon. No weapon was found at the scene. 
Moreover, it has been learned that the shot that 
killed Guyton was fired at close range while he 
was lying face down on the ground, after being 
felled by a first shot from the rear. 

Three grand juries — two county and one 
federal -- have investigated the case and all have 
returned verdicts of justifiable homicide. Con- 
sequently, none of the police involved have been 
indicted • 

One of the three policemen, Dale Phill ips, 
admitted that he committed perjury and falsified 
evidence in a drug case late last year. He was 
dismissed from the Emeryville police department 
and his misconduct prompted an investigation of the 
department by the District Attorney’s office. This 
investigation disclosed, among other things, that 
all arrest records for the year 1973 -- when 
Tyrone Guyton was killed — were illegally destroyed. 

It was also revealed recently that Delores 
Wysingle, a police informer who testified in behalf 
of the police at the grand juries, was arrested by 
Phillips three months before the murder of Guyton. 

She was never charged and it is suggested that she 
owed Phillips a favor. 


UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS FOR 100,000 MICHIGAN WORKERS 
EXHAUSTED; DETROIT UNEMPLYMENT PUT AT 33 PER CENT 

NEW YORK (LNS)— About 100 , 000! unemployed people 
in Michigan have exhausted their unemployment bene- 
fits in the last several months, and ’the Michigan 
Employment Security Commission (MESC) director Mbrtin 
Tayler predicts that 120,000 more unemployed people 
in the state will loose their benefits before the 
year is out. Th'e MESC, which handles unemployment 
insurance for the state, is also reported to be on 
the verge of bankruptcy. 

Most of the 100,000 exhausted benefits are of 
auto workers laid off in late 1974, who were never 
rehired during the ’’economic recovert-” The additiona 
120,000 benefits due to expire represent subsequent ; 
layoffs in other industries in early 1975. 

According to MESC director Taylor, there has been 
an exodus of workers from the state in search of jobs 
and a dramatic increase in the number of people 
applying for welfare in the last year. 

Federal statistics grossly underestimate the 
depth of Detroit's unemployment, which is as bad as d’- 
during the Great Depression, according to recent study 
by Michigan State University. Government statistics 
place Detroit unemployment at 23 per cent, while 
the actual figure is 33 per cent, with 60 per cent 
of black workers unemployed. 

Anyone working as few as four hours a week are 
counted as "employed," according to federal statistics 
which also leave out youths in Detroit, mostly black, 
who are of working age b^t who have never been able 
to find jobs, the report states. 

"We don’t have any recession, any recovery, we 
just have a super-depression , and it's getting worse,” 
Detroit Mayor Coleman Young said of the local 
economic situation. 


And state representative Raymond Hood said, 

"We estimate that less than 10 per cent of Michigan’s 
senior citizens in need of food assistance are 
getting it. There are also an estimated 105,000 
mothers and children in Detroit who require nutri- 
tional support but not getting it," Hood added. 


-30- 

(Thanks to the Dally World for this information.) 
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TO ALL LNS SUBSCRIBERS: 


At the grand jury hearings, Wysingle, who has 
used 15 different aliases, said she knew Guyton 
and testified against his character. She produced a 
fifteen year old witness who claimed to have wit- 
nessed the shooting and to have seen Guyton with 
a gun. The girl later recanted this testimony, say- 
ing she was pressured into giving false testimony 
! by Wysingle. Wysingle and Phillips have recently 
been implicated in other perjury cases. 


-30— 


(Thanks to the Berkeley Barb for this information.) 


April bills will be on their way in a week 
or two. So those of you who haven’t paid your 
March bill yet please do it now. 


. J. J.sU J- , 


District Attorney Lowell Jensen has refused 
to open the case or make public the evidence ad- 
mitted so far. The Committee for Justice for 
Tyrone Guyton says it will continue to seek the 
reopening of the case and to fight police repression 
in the Bay Area's black communities. 
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KERR -Me GEE - - CONT . FROM PAGE 4: 

city fathers decided this was a good thing and to go 
along wi th it. We have tried to get them to allow out- 
side speakers to come to Inola, but the school 

board won't allow them to use the school auditorium 
for a meeting. They don't want .to know. They've 
made up their minds to accept it and it's a sad thing. 
They're thinking about jobs. And they’re thinking 
that the tax money from the nuclear plant would enable 
them to build the best school system in the whole 
state. That's what the Public Service ompany has 
been telling them. 

The Public Service Company says there’s no other 
way other than nuclear power. They say it's the clean 
est, the safest, the cheapest. But it's none of them. 
And we're going to stop them." -30- 
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TOP RIGHT: All through a drizzly, chilly 

afternoon friends and relatives of miners 
wait to learn if anyone survived an explo- 
sion March 9, 1976, in me coal mines of 
Letcher County, Kentucky * 

GOES WITH ST CRY ON PACE ONE* 

CREDIT Helen Win tern 1 i z /MOuTNIaIN EAGLE /INS 


TOP LEFT: Members of a U.S. Steel rescue 

team dress to enter the Scotia mine to 
save miners trapped by a methane gas 
explosion • 

SEE PAGE ONE. 

CHDIT : Helen Winternitz /MOUNTAIN EAGLE/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Friends and relatives await 

word on those trapped in the coal mine 
e xp 1 os i on M a r ch 9 , 1976. 

SEE ST DRY ON PAGE CNE . 

CREDIT. Helen Winterni t z /MOLTCT aIN EAGLE/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: The real cost of coal. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE ONE. 

CREDIT: Da nizer /MOUNTAIN EAGLE/LNS 
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TOP RIGHT: Lincoln Hospital, New York City. 
The hospital serves the South Bronx, one 
of the city’s most depressed areas. 

CAN' GO WITH STORY ON PAGE 6, 

CREDIT: MCHR/LN5 


TOP LEFT: Boy in South African squatters’ 
camp. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 5. 

CREDIT: Southern Africa Commit tee /LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Crossroads and Muizenberg 
areas of greater Capetown e 

COES WITH STORY ON PACE 3. 

CREDIT : Southern Africa Commit tee /INS 


BOTTOM LE FT : Crossroads and r: • : i a cn berg 
areas of greater Capetown. 

SEE STORY ON PAGE 5. 

CREDIT: Southern Africa Cora-.v t tec/lNS 


x ne 


End. 
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